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COE Kicks off the Year with its First Board Meeting
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[ATLANTA, GEORGIA, March 7, 2025] — Atlanta, GA — The Council on Occupational Education
(COE) proudly kicked off the year with its first Commission meeting on March 6-7, 2025, marking Dr.
Gwen Sutton’s first Commission meeting as Chair. Each Commissioner also took the annual Oath of
Office, a reaffirmation that underscores their commitment to maintaining the highest standards of
integrity and ethical governance in career and technical education accreditation.

As outlined in Section 4.15 of COE’s Bylaws, all Commissioners are required to take and sign an Oath of
Office each year. Additionally, in compliance with Georgia’s governing corporate statutes,
Commissioners must disclose any conflicts of interest related to Commission actions and abstain from
participation in such matters. This process ensures transparency and impartial decision-making in support
of COE’s mission.

The 2025 COE Commissioners are:

« Ahmon Bryant, Director, Sharp Edgez Barber Institute, Buffalo, NY

o Terri Dowell-Kimble, Academic Dean, Concorde Career College, Memphis, TN

e Comelia Dunbar-Jackson, Vice Chair, Corporate Nursing Program Director, Delta College of
Arts & Technology, Baton Rouge, LA

e Dr. Darline Glaus, Commission Treasurer, Chief Education & Training, Department of Defense
- Defense Media Activity, Fort Meade, MD

o Julie Ha, President, Mayfield College, Cathedral, CA

« David Hawk, President, Texas Health School, Houston, TX
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« Dr. Stephanie Houston, Assistant Superintendent - Innovation & Engagement, San Bernardino
County Superintendent of Schools, San Bernardino, CA

« Holly McClanan, Superintendent, Southeastern Regional School District, South Easton, MA

« David Osbourne, President, Kenco Associates, Inc., Ashland, KY

e Dr. Thomas Pfundstein, Director, Finishing Trades Institute, Annapolis, MD

e Amit Shorewala, President, Ace Institute of Technology, EImhurst, NY

o Kristian Smith, Director, Lorain County JVS Adult Career Center, Oberlin, OH

o James Sullivan, Apprenticeship Director (Retired), Central Florida Electrical JATC, Winter
Park, FL

o Steve Sullivan, Vice President, Pro Way Hair School, Stone Mountain, GA

e Dr. Gwen Sutton, Commission Chair, President, Tennessee College of Applied Technology
Memphis, Memphis, TN

o Dr. Alvetta Thomas, President, Executive Leadership Academy & Talent Initiatives (TCSG),
Fayetteville, GA

o DeAnna Thomas, Executive Director, Lake Technical College, Eustis, FL

o Laura Travis, President, Tennessee College of Applied Technology - Dickson and Clarksville,
Dickson, TN

e Kim Ziebarth, Commission Immediate Past Chair, Associate Commissioner for Technical
Education, Utah System of Higher Education, Salt Lake City, UT

Dr. Kirk Nooks, President & CEO of COE, emphasized the significance of this reaffirmation, stating:
"The annual Oath of Office reflects the unwavering dedication of our Commissioners to uphold the
integrity of COE’s accreditation standards. Their leadership ensures that institutions continue to provide
high-quality career and technical education, benefiting students and industries nationwide."

COE also takes this opportunity to bid farewell to Dr. Darline Glaus, who will retire on March 31. Dr.
Glaus has been an invaluable asset to the Commission, and COE expresses its deepest gratitude for her
years of dedication and service.

COE extends its appreciation to the Commissioners for their service and commitment to the accreditation
process and the member and candidate institutions.

About the Council on Occupational Education:

The Council on Occupational Education is a leading accreditor for over 500 postsecondary occupational
education institutions in over 40 states. With a commitment to quality and continuous improvement,
COE works to assure quality and integrity in career and technical education. For more information
about the Council on Occupational Education and its mission, please visit www.council.org

For media inquiries, please contact: Mia Johnson, Director of Communications and Events, Council on
Occupational Education, communications@council.org
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