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COE Honors Dr. Linda Alford and Robert “Bob” Clark with Prestigious Sue Schooler Award

(Photos of courtesy of COE, Left: Dr. Linda Alford and Dr. Kirk Nooks; Right: Robert “Bob” Clark)

[Atlanta, GA May 5, 2025] — The Council on Occupational Education (COE) proudly recognized two
outstanding leaders in career and technical education—Dr. Linda Alford and Robert “Bob” Clark—as
the 2025 recipients of the Sue Schooler Award, during the Hall of Fame Recognition Luncheon at the
Spring Accreditation Institute in Columbus, OH on May 1, 2025.

Named in honor of one of COE’s most esteemed leaders, the Sue Schooler Award is the first honor in the
Council’s Hall of Fame, established to recognize those who exemplify excellence, mentorship, and
unwavering service as accreditation team members and leaders. Nominations for the award are opened
each January and are reviewed through a blind peer-review process based on specific criteria including
leadership, longevity, and contributions to COE’s mission of quality assurance.

“This award celebrates individuals who don’t just meet the mark—they define it,” said Dr. Susan Wright,
COE Chief of Staff, during the presentation. “Dr. Alford and Mr. Clark have helped shape the standards
and the culture of accountability that COE upholds today.”
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Robert “Bob” Clark has dedicated over 50 years to career and technical education. A U.S. Army
veteran, Clark began his career as a welding instructor and later served as the Senior Director and Chief
Academic Officer of Orange Technical College in Florida. He has been a vital part of COE’s growth and
credibility, serving as a team member, team leader, trainer, and ultimately as Chair of the Commission.
His extensive committee work and peer leadership reflect a deep and lasting impact on the accreditation
community. Though unable to attend in person, Clark sent a heartfelt video message to attendees.

“I am deeply honored to receive the Sue Schooler Award,” said Clark. “This recognition is a testament
to the collective efforts of all who strive for excellence in occupational education. I am grateful to have
been part of this journey and to have contributed to the mission of COE.”

Dr. Linda Alford is a seasoned educational leader known for her dedication to adult learning and
vocational education. With more than 20 years of experience as a COE team member and approximately
8 years as a team leader, Dr. Alford has made significant contributions to COE’s accreditation
excellence. Her career includes roles as Chair of Adult Education, Director of Counseling, and
Vocational Business Instructor, with notable leadership in state-level curriculum development and
advisory councils. A passionate advocate for mentorship and student success, she was honored with a
standing ovation during the luncheon.

“It is a true honor to receive this recognition from a community that has given me so much purpose,”
said Dr. Alford. “If given the chance I would do it all over again.”

The Sue Schooler Award continues to serve as a beacon of recognition for those who have helped uphold
COE’s legacy of integrity, quality, and continuous improvement.

For more information about the Council on Occupational Education and its upcoming events, visit
www.council.org.

About the Council on Occupational Education:

The Council on Occupational Education is a leading accreditor for over 500 postsecondary occupational
education institutions in over 40 states. With a commitment to quality and continuous improvement,
COE works to assure quality and integrity in career and technical education. For more information about
the Council on Occupational Education and its mission, please visit www.council.org

For media inquiries, please contact: Mia Johnson, Director of Communications and Events, Council on
Occupational Education, communications@council.org
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