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COE President and CEO Dr. Kirk A. Nooks

Brings Leadership in Motion Tour to Detroit, Michigan

ATLANTA, GA — [September 10, 2025] — COE President and CEO Dr. Kirk A. Nooks brought his
Leadership in Motion Tour to Detroit, visiting DSDT College Inc. and Dymond Designs Beauty School.

The two institutions came together to host the visit, creating an experience that celebrated both faculty
expertise and student talent. Highlights included a hair show competition featuring students from both
institutions, as well as a panel discussion with faculty and staff. These activities gave Dr. Nooks a

firsthand look at the innovation, creativity, and professional development taking place within the

7840 Roswell Road, Suite 325, Atlanta, GA 30350
770-396-3898 | 800-917-2081 | www.council.org



programs. Capturing the significance of the visit, Jamie Harris, CEO of DSDT College shared, “It was an
honor to welcome Dr. Nooks from the Council on Occupational Education to Dymond Designs Beauty
School alongside DSDT College. The visit highlighted the power of collaboration between our
institutions as we work together to expand access to high-quality, accredited training programs. Dr.
Nooks’ insights reaffirmed our shared commitment to preparing students for meaningful careers in

today’s rapidly evolving workforce.”

In addition to the special events, Dr. Nooks engaged with school leaders in thoughtful conversations
about how accreditation supports institutional growth and student achievement. Faculty and staff shared
their perspectives on the ways accreditation has strengthened daily operations, enhanced teaching, and
improved outcomes for learners. The day concluded with a community-style lunch that allowed both
institutions’ faculty and staff to connect more personally with Dr. Nooks. Echoing that sentiment, Roxy
Dunlap, Admissions and Financial Aid Representative at Dymond Designs Beauty School shared,
“Dymond Designs Beauty School and DSDT College proudly welcomed Dr. Nooks, President of the
Council on Occupational Education, for an engaging and impactful campus tour. The visit underscored
the value of collaboration between the institutions and highlighted the powerful role educators play in
shaping students' success. Dr. Nooks shared insight into the Council's evolving direction and the
importance of accreditation and supporting schools committed to excellence. The experience not only
deepened our understanding of the accreditation process, but also affirmed the innovative work being

done at institutions to equip students with skills, confidence, and opportunities that change lives.”

Reflecting on the visit, Dr. Nooks said: “The work being done at DSDT College and Dymond Designs
Beauty School reflects the heart of COE accreditation — ensuring students gain the skills and knowledge
needed to succeed in today’s workforce. These institutions are shining examples of how strong leadership
and community partnerships can transform the lives of students and create opportunities for their

success.”

The Leadership in Motion Tour underscores COE’s commitment to strengthening relationships with
institutions nationwide and celebrating the impact of occupational education. By meeting with educators
and students firsthand, Dr. Nooks celebrated the creativity, talent, and dedication that make these schools

leaders in their field and champions for student success.
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For more information about the Council on Occupational Education, visit www.council.org.

About the Council on Occupational Education:

The Council on Occupational Education is a leading accreditor for over 500 postsecondary occupational
education institutions in over 40 states. With a commitment to quality and continuous improvement,
COE works to assure quality and integrity in career and technical education. For more information about

the Council on Occupational Education and its mission, please visit www.council.org.
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