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Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, President and CEQO, Joins “Accreditation at a Crossroads” Panel at CECU
Conference
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ATLANTA, GA — [March 27, 2026] — Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, President and CEO of the Council on
Occupational Education (COE), participated as a panelist at the Washington Briefing and Advocacy Day
during the Career Education Colleges and Universities (CECU) Conference, held at the Kimpton Hotel
Monaco, in Washington, D.C. The conference convenes leaders from private, postsecondary career and
technical education institutions, along with key stakeholders in accreditation, policy, and workforce

development.

The panel, “Accreditation at a Crossroads: What’s Changing and What Comes Next”, explored the
evolving landscape of accreditation, the challenges facing accreditors and institutions, and the future of

higher education accreditation. Dr. Nooks shared insights on emerging trends, including the potential role
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of states in certain accreditation functions and the increasing focus on student outcomes and institutional

accountability.

“COE is committed to providing guidance and support to our member institutions as they navigate
changes in the regulatory environment,” said Dr. Nooks. “Our focus remains on maintaining rigorous

standards while helping institutions achieve meaningful outcomes for their students.”

The discussion also highlighted the importance of thoughtful oversight and the shared responsibility of
accrediting bodies to uphold educational quality, ensuring that institutions are equipped to deliver student

success and workforce readiness.

For more information about the Council on Occupational Education, visit www.council.org.

About the Council on Occupational Education:

The Council on Occupational Education is a leading accreditor for over 500 postsecondary occupational
education institutions in over 40 states. With a commitment to quality and continuous improvement,
COE works to assure quality and integrity in career and technical education. For more information about

the Council on Occupational Education and its mission, please visit www.council.org
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