COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION

“Our vision is to be the standard for education that works”

VIA: EMAIL
June 15, 2026

Mary Whited

Chief Administrator

Merced County Office of Education - Regional Occupational Program (358200)
632 West 13th Street

Merced, CA 95341

Dear Mary Whited:

This letter acknowledges that the Council on Occupational Education (COE) received official
notification from the Merced County Office of Education - Regional Occupational Program
(358200) on June 15, 2026, with an intent to withdraw its accreditation. The effective date for withdrawal
is June 15, 2026.

The institution stated that its withdrawal from accreditation with the Council on Occupational Education
is due to accommodations related to placement outcomes, which will conflict with their mission and
obligation to provide equitable access to training opportunities. While the institution remains committed
to student success and accountability, the current standards present ongoing challenges in serving those
who require workforce development services.

The accreditation record will reflect that the Merced County Office of Education - Regional
Occupational Program (358200) withdrew from accreditation while on Notification of Apparent
Deficiency with the Council on Occupational Education.

Institutions are required to remain in compliance with all aspects of COE accreditation until the effective
date of withdrawal. Should the institution decide to close or take another action prior to the date of
withdrawal, the Council will need to be informed. Please be aware that any future violation of status or
balances owed will be included in a COE acknowledgment letter after the effective date of withdrawal.

Sincerely,

A/ —

Kirk A. Nooks, Ed.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer
Council on Occupational Education

KN/al

7840 Roswell Road, Suite 325, Atlanta, GA 30350
770-396-3898 | 800-917-2081 | www.council.org



