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Council on Occupational Education Appears Before National Advisory Committee on 

Institutional Quality and Integrity for Federal Recognition Review 

 

ATLANTA, GA — [July 22, 2026] — The Council on Occupational Education (COE) appeared before 

the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) in Washington, D.C., 

on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time, as part of its continued federal recognition 

review by the U.S. Department of Education (ED). NACIQI subsequently voted 11–1, with five members 

absent, to accept ED staff’s recommendation to continue the agency’s national recognition with an 

amendment to align the agency’s monitoring and compliance reports to be due in will nine months rather 

than 12. The committee also removed the finding related to arbitration following revised language 

approved by the Accreditation, Innovation, Modernization Committee during negotiated rulemaking in 

June. However, the recommendation is not final; the Senior Department Official will issue the final 

recognition decision within 90 days. 

 



 

 

The appearance represented a significant milestone in COE’s ongoing efforts to uphold rigorous 

accreditation standards, advance educational quality, and support institutions preparing students for 

success in the workforce. 

Representing the Council before NACIQI was Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, President and CEO, accompanied by 

members of COE’s executive leadership team and Commission Executive Committee. Joining Dr. Nooks 

were Dr. Susan Wright, Chief of Staff; Dr. Tangela Purifoy, Vice President of Institutional Evaluation; 

Sheila Luke, Vice President of Institutional Compliance; and Scott Deidun, Vice President of Agency 

Operations. Commission Executive Committee members in attendance included Dr. Gwen Sutton, Chair 

of the COE Commission; Kim Ziebarth; Dr. Tom Pfundstein; and David Hawk. 

As a federally recognized accrediting agency, COE undergoes a comprehensive review process to 

demonstrate continued compliance with federal requirements and affirm the strength of its accreditation 

policies, procedures, and quality assurance practices. The NACIQI review provided an opportunity for 

COE to highlight the organization’s dedication to accountability, transparency, and continuous 

improvement in service to its member institutions and the students they educate. 

Preparation for the review spanned two years and reflected the collective efforts of COE Commissioners, 

staff, and committees. Through this collaborative process, COE evaluated its practices, strengthened 

operational processes, and reaffirmed its commitment to maintaining the highest standards of 

accreditation. 

“The NACIQI review reflects the Council's unwavering commitment to accountability, continuous 

improvement, and the integrity of quality assurance in higher education,” said Dr. Gwen Sutton, Chair of 

the COE Commission. “I am proud of the collaborative efforts of our commissioners, staff, and 

stakeholders, whose dedication ensures that COE continues to uphold rigorous standards while advancing 

workforce-focused education that serves students, institutions, and employers.” 

Scott Deidun, Vice President of Agency Operations at COE, emphasized the significance of the 

preparation leading up to the federal review and the dedication demonstrated throughout the process. 

“I am honored to participate in COE’s meeting with NACIQI,” said Deidun. “Since the initial 

submission, the past 18 months have reflected COE’s commitment to advancing quality in accreditation 

and exceeding the expectations set forth by the U.S. Department of Education. We are proud to represent 

the Council and remain committed to our vision of becoming the standard for education that works.” 



 

 

In his opening remarks before the NACIQI committee, Dr. Kirk A. Nooks reflected on the progress that 

the agency has made since the last NACIQI appearance, sharing that the Council has been guided by two 

overarching goals: making strategic progress and demonstrating continuous compliance. He emphasized 

that these twin priorities have shaped COE’s efforts to strengthen accreditation processes, enhance 

organizational effectiveness, and ensure continued alignment with the expectations of the U.S. 

Department of Education. 

Dr. Kirk A. Nooks, President and CEO of COE, highlighted the importance of the review as a reflection 

of the Council’s mission and the collective work of those who support its accreditation efforts. 

“Today’s appearance before NACIQI represents more than a recognition review—it reflects the Council 

on Occupational Education's enduring commitment to excellence, accountability, and the success of the 

students and institutions we serve,” said Dr. Nooks. “This milestone is the result of intentional 

collaboration, rigorous self-assessment, and an unwavering dedication to continuous improvement. We 

are honored to present the strength of COE's accreditation processes and remain steadfast in our mission 

to ensure quality career and technical education that meets the evolving needs of learners, employers, and 

the nation's workforce.” 

The Council on Occupational Education remains dedicated to advancing excellence in accreditation and 

supporting institutions that provide high-quality career and technical education opportunities aligned with 

the needs of students, communities, and the workforce. 

For more information about the Council on Occupational Education, visit www.council.org. 

About the Council on Occupational Education:  

The Council on Occupational Education is a leading accreditor for nearly 500 postsecondary 

occupational education institutions in over 40 states. With a commitment to quality and continuous 

improvement, COE works to assure quality and integrity in career and technical education.  For more 

information about the Council on Occupational Education and its mission, please visit www.council.org 
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